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Abstract

IHE has been constructed in different ways over time, largely in Western contexts. In the early 2000s the focal point
of internationalization efforts moved from student mobility to ‘internationalization at home’ (Watcher, 2003;
Mestenhauser, 2006; Beelan, 2007).

This paper explores how the national, institutional and school policy documents in Oman represent the concept of
internationalization. By using two analytical approaches, namely thematic mapping and Bacchi's WPR, the paper
unpacks the construction of internationalization. The result reveals that the documents hold a multiple construction of
internationalization. Mobility is still low in Oman, but remains at least a rhetorical priority and the benefits of an
internationally diverse faulty as regards ‘internationalisation at home’ compensate the low numbers of incoming
exchange students. Yet, Underneath this composite construction of internationalization, drawn from Western
institutions, lies a division between a national desire to preserve Omani values and the desire for Western-style
“progress”.

Full paper

The paper’s primary aim is to answer the research question: “How do national and institutional policy documents in
Oman represent/construct internationalization, particularly in relation to the curriculum and teaching & learning?”. The
definition or meaning of internationalization is not addressed directly in any of the documentation. The thematic
mapping approach toward the policy document analysis revealed several topic nodes through which the
documentation offers glimpses of the representation and construction of internationalization; and it is around those
topic nodes that this paper is structured.

Methodology:

Each section of this paper starts with a qualitative thematic analysis of a topic-node identified through thematic
mapping to explore the contents of the documents. Through this thematic analysis, the paper will contribute my first
understanding of how ideas such as national identity within internationalization, collaboration, quality assurance and
student development are presented at Sultan Qaboos University (SQU) and specifically within the College of
Economic and Political Science (CEPS) in Oman. It will also build on the existing limited understanding of how these
themes are understood within Oman at a national level.

The final subsection of each section moves from the analytical discussion of the data within these documents to their
broader context to address the research question in the paper regarding how internationalization is represented and
constructed. In order to achieve this in a consistent manner, Bacchi's WPR analysis (2012) is drawn upon within each
section, drawing on the following question set (Bacchi, 2012, p.21):

e Question 1: What's the problem represented to be in a specific policy or policy proposal? (hereafter referred
to in this chapter as Q1)

e Question 2: What deep-seated presuppositions or assumptions underlie this representation of the
“problem”? (Q2)

e Question 3: How has this representation of the “problem” come about? (Q3)



e Question 4: What is left unproblematic in this problem representation? Where are the silences? Can the
“problem” be thought about differently? (Q4)

e Question 5: What effects are produced by this representation of the “problem”? (Q5)
Outline:

Section 1.2 explores the tension between a desire to promote and embed Omani values and the process of
internationalization in higher education. The study highlights the importance of national pride and core values,
religious and social values in the Omani educational system. The Oman Vision 2040 and the Oman Philosophy of
Education emphasize the need for preserving Omani identity, culture, and Islamic principles in the face of
globalization. However, internationalization requires the adoption of English as the language of instruction and the
alignment of Omani higher education with global norms.

Section 1.3 examines the intersection of internationalization, institutional profile, and ranking at SQU. In response to
the 2009 UNESCO report, SQU and Oman prioritized providing “quality education”, which involved improving the
global perception of the education provided at SQU. The university continues to focus on collaboration with renowned
institutions, developing partnerships, exchanges, research collaborations, and participation in international
conferences

Section 1.4 turns explicitly to “quality” as discussed in the documents, focusing on quality enhancement and
assurance from three perspectives: international accreditation, benchmarking, and faculty diversity.

Section 1.5 examines the centrality of employment in education in Oman. Omani education has shifted towards
producing graduates capable of filling senior roles in the private sector, which has traditionally been dominated by
Western expatriates. This includes integrating internationalization at the curriculum level. The main goal of higher
education institutions like (SQU) is to develop graduates who are academically qualified and ready to meet the
challenges of the labour market and society.

Section 1.6 turns to pedagogy as addressed in these strategic documents, particularly at school level with CEPS.
International instructional aids and materials are seen as helping students develop the skills and knowledge needed
for global employability.

Section 1.7 brings together these thematic threads to discuss the adoption in Oman of a mixture construction of
internationalization, drawing together Western discourse around internationalization at home and internationalization
of the curriculum.

References

Al'Abri, K. M. K. (2016). Higher education policy architecture and policy-making in the Sultanate of Oman: towards a
critical understanding.

Al-Agtash, S., & Khadra, L. (2019). Internationalization context of Arabia higher education. International Journal of
Higher Education, 8(2), 68-81.

Albusaidi, S. (2020). Globalization and its impact on higher education: the case of colleges of technology in Oman. In
Arab World English Journal (AWEJ) Proceedings of 2nd MEC TESOL Conference.

Albusaidi, S. S. (2022). Measuring the quality of higher education internationalization in Oman. In Contemporary
Issues in Multicultural and Global Education (pp. 240-264). IGI Global.

Almeida, J., Robson, S., Morosini, M., & Baranzeli, C. (2019). Understanding internationalization at home:
perspectives from the global North and South. European Educational Research Journal, 18(2), 200-217.
https://doi.org/10.1177/1474904118807537



Alsharari, N. M. (2018). Internationalization of the higher education system: an interpretive analysis. International
Journal of Educational Management, 32(3), 359-381.

Altbach, P. G. (2016). Global perspectives on higher education. JHU Press.

Alzadjali, A. H. H. (2019). Policies and initiatives for the internationalization of higher education in Oman. In Policies
and Initiatives for the Internationalization of Higher Education (pp. 12-31). IGI Global.

Beelen, J., & Jones, E. (2015). Redefining Internationalization at Home. In A. Curaj, L. Matei, R. Pricopie, J. Salmi, &
P. Scott (Eds.), The European Higher Education Area: Between Critical Reflections and Future Policies (pp. 59-72).
Springer Nature.

Behari-Leak, K. (2019). Decolonial Turns, Postcolonial Shifts, and Cultural Connections: Are We There Yet? English
Academy Review, 36(1), 58-68. https://doi.org/10.1080/10131752.2019.1579881

Brandenburg, T. (2013). The Political Economy of Internationalization and Privatization of Higher Education in the
Sultanate of Oman. In Regionalizing Oman (pp. 289-303). Springer.

Lomer, S., Mittelmeier, J., & Carmichael-Murphy, P. (2021). Cash Cows or Pedagogic Partners? Mapping Pedagogic
Practices for and with International Students. Society for Research. https://srhe.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/20

Lomer, S., Mittelmeier, J., & Mittelmeier, S. (2021). Mapping the research on pedagogies with international students
in the UK: A systematic literature review. Teaching in Higher Education, 0(0), 1-21.
https://doi.org/10.1080/13562517.2021.1872532

Mittelmeier, J., Rienties, B., Gunter, A., & Raghuram, P. (2019). Internationalisation at a distance and at home:
Academic and social adjustment in a South African distance learning context. International Journal of Intercultural
Relations, 72, 1-12. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijintrel.2019.06.001

Mittelmeier, J., Rienties, B., Rogaten, J., Gunter, A., & Raghuram, P. (2021). Conceptualizing internationalization at a
distance: A ‘third category’ of university internationalization. Journal of Studies in International Education, 25(3), 266-
282. https://doi.org/10.1177/1028315320906176

Moosavi, L. (2020). The decolonial bandwagon and the dangers of intellectual decolonization: International review of
sociology: Vol 30, No 2. International Review of Sociology, 30(2), 332-354.

Ocholla, D. (2020). Decolonizing Higher Education in Africa: Implications and Possibilities for University Libraries.
College & Research Libraries News, 81, 289. https://doi.org/10.5860/crIn.81.6.289

Ohajionu, U. C. (2021). Internationalisation of the Curriculum in Malaysian Universities’ Business Faculties: Realities,
Implementation and Challenges. The International Journal of Management Education, 19(2), 100495.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijme.2021.100495



	165 The Representation of Internationalizing HE in the Omani Policy Documents
	Research Domains
	Abstract
	Full paper
	References


